Greetings Scouting Ministry Specialist,

Congratulations, you are now officially a 21% Century Circuit Rider for Scouting
Ministry! To assist you in communicating and ministering to local churches and scout
units, we have prepared this toolkit.

The toolkit is designed for you to take immediate steps to communicate information to
units in your local church as well as additional churches that you may choose to contact.
(Please provide us with a list; please limit your list of churches to between 1-3).

It is a primary role of the Scouting Ministry Specialist to communicate the availability of
these awards and recognition, some by nomination and some by achievement (see job
description document). Please do so with excitement and a spirit of servant leadership.

Impact the Lives of Children and Youth brochure* is an all-encompassing brochure
that outlines each youth agency, recognition and awards and contact information for our
staff. It isa good place to start. Please distribute at pack and troop committee meetings,
Scout Sunday observances and at other church events and programs.

Local Church Awards and Recognitions - all administered by the Office of Civic
Youth-Serving Agencies/Scouting, General Commission on United Methodist Men.
Recognition is through nomination or achievement.

Shepherd Church Charter Recognition - To annually charter and recognize churches
that provide outstanding scouting/youth mentoring ministry. Every United Methodist
church that sponsors a Scout unit should be chartered and recognized as a Shepherd
Church. Please sit down with the local church scouting coordinator and/or chartered
organizational representative (COR, a BSA position) to discuss.

Good Samaritan Award - Highest award for youth in the United Methodist Church.
Must be between the ages of 12-21. Every church has outstanding youth that perform
extraordinary acts of mission and ministry. Formal recognition at a worship service or
other appropriate setting is an effective way to honor them for specific acts of ministry.
Star, Life and Eagle projects through Boy Scouts as well as Silver and Gold Award
projects through Girl Scouts are just a few examples to consider. United Methodist youth
(UMYF) are also eligible to receive the Good Samaritan so please share this brochure
with youth ministers as well as Scout leaders.

Cross & Flame* - The award for Scout leaders at the local church level. Keep in mind
that surveys demonstrate that 25% of Scout leaders in the UMC are members of other
faith groups. You can be an advocate for these leaders’ recognition as well as the ones
who are members of the UMC. They provide valuable volunteer service that touches the
youth and leaders of the church and the community it serves.



Bishop’s Award of Excellence - This BAE may be earned each year by Scout units in
your church. It is challenging yet achievable. Excite leaders about working toward the
requirements. It is the UMC’s *spiritual version’ of the Quality Unit Award (BSA).

Please visit the Award and Recognition section at http://www.gcumm.org/scoutingawards
for articles highlighting youth, leaders, churches and units that have achieved and
received these recognitions.

P.R.AY. Awards (formerly the God & Country series) - administered by Programs of
Religious Activities with Youth, St. Louis, Missouri. P.R.A.Y.'s mission statement is to
“foster the Christian growth of children, youth, and families through churches and youth
serving agencies.”

Over 7,000 United Methodists have received one of four awards offered by P.R.A.Y.
during 2008. That total leads all denominations in usage. The P.R.AY. program is
divided into four age-appropriate sections: God and Me (grades 1-3), God and Family
(grades 4-5), God and Church (grades 6-8) and God and Life (grades 9-12).

The God and Country Award Program uses Bible lessons paired with service projects to
help young people grow in their Christian faith and to express that faith by serving others.
Some pastors combine the awards program with the confirmation classes.

For more information, visit www.praypub.orq or call 1-800-933-7729.

Please consult with Scout leaders as well as Christian Educators in your church to inform
them about this wonderful study series.

Scout Sunday (second Sunday in February for BSA, second Sunday in March for Girl
Scouts; many churches combine into one) - or any Sunday - is an appropriate time to
present these awards.

Please consult the Scouting Ministry web site for periodic training opportunities. Please
pass these dates along to scoutmasters, committee members, pastors, youth ministers, and
other potential candidates who are interested in scouting as an evangelistic and outreach
opportunity.

Please contact LaNisha Sayles, Isayles@gcumm.org, Volunteer Coordinator or Marc
Stowe, Scouting Assistant, mstowe@gcumm.org, with questions or comments.

*Currently being revised.




Bishop’s Award of Excellence

“extending our ministry to children and youth in the community”

The Bishop’s Award of Excellence is established for the purpose of recognizing congregations and
units within the United Methodist Church that extend their ministry to children and youth by creating a
faith based environment for children, youth, their families and their leaders to participate in the
following civic youth-serving agencies: Girl Scouts of the USA, Camp Fire USA, 4-H, and Boy Scouts
of America.

The Bishop’s Award application along with the documentation of the below criteria shall be forwarded
to the Annual Conference Scouting Coordinator by the local church scouting coordinator. The
application should be made after January 1 for the pervious calendar year.

The Annual Conference Scouting Coordinator will process the application through the presiding
Bishop's office and then forward the application to the General Commission on United Methodist Men
in Nashville.

The Annual Conference Scouting Coordinator, in consultation with the presiding Bishop, shall
arrange the presentation of the award to the local congregation and unit. It is recommended that the

award be presented or acknowledge at the next regular session of annual conference.

Criteria

1. Local Congregation shall designate a professing member of the congregation as the Local Church Scouting
Coordinator. Note:1253 2004 UM Book of Discipline Charge Conference may elect a Scouting Coordinator.

2. The Local Church Scouting Coordinator in consultation with the pastor shall implement a plan to promote, enroll, counsel,
and mentor youth in the God and Country religious emblem programs.

3. The Local Church Scouting Coordinator shall include along with the application for Bishop’s Award of Excellence a
report of the plan of implementation developed in criteria #2 with the number of youth working towards and/or having
completed the God and Country religious emblem programs.

4. The Local Church Scouting Coordinator in consultation with the pastor shall arrange participation in the Scouting
Ministries Sunday(s) for Girl Scouts and Boy Scout units. The congregation through the Local Church Scouting
Coordinator should offer an appropriate celebration opportunity for Camp Fire USA and 4 — H units. (An appropriate
celebration opportunity could be a special dinner sponsored by the congregation to affirm the work of the Camp Fire USA
and 4-H units.)

5. The unit shall complete a service project with a missional connection to the congregation’s ministry. The project shall
be developed in consultation with the pastor or a designated staff/layperson.

6.The unit is encouraged to participate in religious practices during activities, while fostering respect and understanding for
all faiths within the unit. Religious practices may include, but are not limited to the following: the God and Country
programs; prayer at meal and/or meetings; designation of an adult chaplain and a youth “chaplain aid;” and, when
appropriate, worship services or devotionals during extended activities.

7.The Local Church Scouting Coordinator and unit leader(s) shall meet to review annually the scouting ministry of the local
church with the pastor or designated staff/layperson. The meeting is to encourage a an effective faith based ministry that
includes program standards set by the civic youth-serving organization(s) along with appropriate leader training;
implementation of youth protection standards (this includes any standards established by the local congregation); and
review of the signed partnership agreement(s), either required and/or optional.

Note: 1256.4a 2004 UM Book of Discipline encourages signed partnership agreements.

Application for Bishop’s Award of Excellence

After completing this application forward it to your Annual Conference Scouting Coordinator,
who will obtain the Bishop's signature and forward it to the General Commission on United Methodist Men.

Name of Congregation: Unit:
Conference District
Presiding Bishop Pastor

Name of Local Church Scouting Coordinator:

Address

Phone ( )

2. Attach a brief report of your plan that encouraged participation in the God and Country
religious emblem programs.

3. God and Country program participants: in process completed

B

Date of Scouting Ministries Sunday (Appropriate Celebration)
Were youth members involved leading worship? Yes No

5. Date of completion of service project
Give brief description of project:

6. How have the religious practices been encouraged:

7. Date of Meeting:
Is there a Partnership Agreement for the unit? Yes No
Are youth protection standards being observed? Yes No

We hereby certify the above named unit has met all qualifications and criteria stated in the criteria for
the Bishop’s Award of Excellence.
Signed: All signatures are necessary

Local Church Scouting Coordinator Pastor

Conference Scouting Coordinator Resident Bishop





Payment for $50.00 must accompany the application to cover costs of processing.
Please allow 30 days. More information on processing the application is on the back of this page.
The following items may be ordered along with the application:
1. Patches: $3.50 each or 10 or more @$3.00 each:
Quantity Amount Due

2. Clutch-back pin $5.00 each:

Quantity Amount Due
3. Processing Fee (allow 30 days for processing) Amount Due  $50.00
4. Rapid Processing Fee $25.00 Amount Due
(if needed in less than 30 days)
Total Amount Enclosed $
Payment Method: Check __ (Make payable to General Commission on UMMen)

You may use a credit card O Visa 0O Mastercard

Card Number - - - Expiration /

Signature:

Forward this application to the Annual Conference Scouting Coordinator:

Name and Address: Phone ()

Conference Scouting Coordinator: After all signatures are on the application, forward application and
payment to the General Commission on United Methodist Men

P.O. Box 440515, Nashville, TN 37244-0515

Phone: (615) 340 -7145

The GCUMM will return the award to the Conference Scouting Coordinator listed above
to arrange the presentation after consultation with the Bishop.

Note: The Bishop's Award of Excellence patch is to be issued only to members of United Methodist
units which have earned the Bishop’s Award of Excellence. The patch is to be worn for a period of one
year.

In keeping with current BSA and GSUSA uniform policies, the patch may be worn as follows: Boy
Scouts of America considers the patch to be temporary and can be worn on the right shirt pocket. Girl
Scouts of the U.S.A. stipulates that the recognition may be worn below the membership stars on the
right side of the blouse, level with the membership pin when neither sash or vest is worn.

Office of Scouting Ministries

United Methodist Church

General Commission on United Methodist Men

P.O. Box 340006

Nashville, TN 37203—0006

Effective Date: January 2007






THE PURPOSE OF THE
CROSS AND FLAME
AWARD

he United Methodist Church accepts
Tthe programs of Civic Youth-Serving
Agencies (Boy Scouts of America, Big
Brothers Big Sisters of America, Girl Scouts
of the U.S.A., Camp Fire USA, and 4-H) as

contributing to the church’s goals in its
ministry with children and youth.

theCROSS
and FIAME

in recognition of outstanding
service to children and youth in the

United Methodist Church

The Office of Civic Youth-Serving Agencies/
Scouting of the General Commission on
United Methodist Men recognizes men and
women who give unusual amounts of time
and energy in dedicated service with children
and youth.

The Cross and Flame program gives
recognition to adult leaders who have given
exceptional service in the use and promotion
of programs for young people.

CRITERIA FOR NOMINATING
A CANDIDATE

THE RECIPIENT OF THE AWARD MUST
HAVE AN OUTSTANDING RECORD OF
SERVICE TO CHILDREN AND YOUTH
AS DETERMINED BY THE FOLLOWING
CRITERIA:

. Is an active member of a recognized

Christian church.

. Has given faithful service to the local

church congregation by serving in church
leadership positions.

. Has a continuous record (three years) of

using and supporting the programs of the
Civic Youth-Serving Agencies/Scouting
in the life of the church.

. Has served these organizations on the

unit (troop, club, etc.), district, council, or
other level by active participation in the
program.

. Has actively and effectively promoted the

religious awards program.

. Has promoted the use of religious

services when camping or other activities
that take the scouting groups away from
the church during regularly scheduled
worship services.

PROCEDURES

Nominees must be recommended to
the local church by the local church
scouting coordinator. The application
must be approved by the pastor of
the local church and presented to the
church administrative board, council
on ministries, or administrative council
along with the application for approval.

Upon approval, the application is mailed
to the Office of Civic Youth-Serving
Agencies in Nashville, Tennessee. A
certificate of merit, 5/8” clutch-back pin,
ribbon and medal will be prepared and
returned to the local church. A check for
$50.00 must accompany the application
to cover all costs. No more than five per
year per church may be issued.

The nomination form is on the back of
this brochure. Please allow 30 days for
processing.

Office of Civic Youth-Serving Agencies/
Scouting
P.0. Box 440515
Nashville, TN 37244-0515
(615) 340-7145
Fax (615) 340-1770





CROSS and FLAME AWARD
PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

We hereby certify that

(Full name as it will appears on certificate)

(Church name)

(City/Town/Location)

Enclosed is a check for $

or
Mastercard Visa Discover Amex

(Conference and District)

meets all qualifications and criteria
stated in this brochure. Card #

. Expir Date Security Code
Signed: ALL SIGNATURES ARE NECESSARY.

Print name on Card

Local Church Scouting Coordinator Signature

Billing Address
Church Pastor

Billing City
Chair Administrative Bd./C.0.M./or Admin. State, Zip
Council (or Men'’s President) email: (if you would

Please send medal, certificate, and 5/8” like to receive email confirmation of credit card charge)
clutch-back pin to the following address: Send to:
Office of Civic Youth-Serving
Agencies/Scouting

P.0. Box 440515

Nashville, TN 37244-0515
(Telephone number with area code) (615) 340-7145

I need this by: Fax (615) 340-1770

This form may be duplicated.

Please allow a 30-day processing time. If less, . . . .
Prices subject to change without notice.

it must be accompanied by a $25.00 rapid

processing fee.
UMO02085

The
Cross and Flame
Program

THE EMBLEM

The Cross and Flame Award emblem
carries the logo of The United Methodist
Church. It may be worn with the
uniform for dress and official occasions.
It identifies the recipient as one who
has served children and youth through
The United Methodist Church.
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THE GOOD
SAMARITAN AWARD

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT
We hereby certify that

(Full name as it will appear on certificate)

(Church name)

(City/State)

(Conference and District)

meets all qualifications and criteria stated

in this brochure.

Signed: ALL SIGNATURES
ARE NECESSARY.

Church pastor

and one of the following: (circle one)

(Unit leader) ¢ (Youth minister)
(Adult church member)

Please send recognition items to:

Name
Address
City State
Zip Telephone ( )
Email:

Date to be placed on certificate:
I need this by

Please allow 30-day processing time. If needed in less
time, please ad a $25.00 rapid-processing fee.

OCYSA/S 10/11

UMO 2087

HE
GOOD
SAMARITAN
AWARD

¥

LUKE 10:27

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your strength
and with all your mind;
and love your neighbor as yourself.”





GOOD SAMARITAN AWARD

The purpose of the award is to provide United
Methodist churches a means to recognize
youth who demonstrate the attributes of the
Good Samaritan described in
Luke 10:25-37.

This award recognizes ministry to others through
outreach, humanitarian assistance,
or advocacy.

REQUIREMENTS

The candidate should demonstrate
significant personal and selfless
contributions toward others or assistance
to individuals in need.

It is the responsibility of the local
United Methodist church to determine
qualifications of the award recipient.

CRITERIA FOR NOMINATING A CANDIDATE

1. A.The recipient may be a registered member
of a civic youth-serving agency (Boy Scout
troop, Cub Scout pack, Venture crew, Girl
Scout troop, Camp Fire club, 4-H club)
chartered to, sponsored by, or meeting in a
United Methodist church. Or:

B. The recipient may be an active member of
a United Methodist church.

2. The recipient must be between the ages of 6
and 30.

3. The recipient must be nominated by an adult
familiar with the youth’s outstanding service
(pastor, Scout leader, scouting coordinator,
scouting ministry specialist, youth minister
or an adult member of a United Methodist
church).

4. The recipient is participating in outreach
ministry within the context of the local United
Methodist church giving the award.

EXAMPLES OF MINISTRY TO OTHERS

Humanitarian Assistance — Hunger relief
(youth coordinated a “potato drop” through the
Society of St. Andrew, a national hunger relief
organization sponsored by United Methodist
Men)

Advocacy/Education — Youth participated in a
service project for “Nothing but Nets,” a
campaign to eradicate malaria in Africa

Outreach — Youth directed a service project to
benefit homeless persons in his/her community;
volunteer service at a “clothes closet” or thrift
shop

Outreach — Youth rendered service that ben-
efited a low-income day care center or a center
for at-risk youth

Outreach — Youth coordinated a service project
that benefited a senior citizen facility, nursing
home, or independent living facility

Other

« Impromptu actions in response to a need

% Unsung actions observed or discovered
by an adult

REQUIRED SIGNATURES

The local United Methodist pastor and ONE of the
following:

Unit representative (scoutmaster, troop leader,
scouting coordinator, etc.)

Youth minister or coordinator

Adult member of the local UM church giving

the award who is familiar with the nominee’s

work (not a relative)

Please include photo of recipient(s) and project

and a brief (2-3 paragraph) description for
potential publication in Scouting News.

RECOGNITION ITEMS AND COST

the .
%ood Samaritan
7500 54 )

award
presented to

by

Good Samaritan certificate + lapel pin +

medallion (attached to a purple ribbon):  $50.00

NOTE: Include $25 rapid-processing fee for
awards needed in fewer than 30 days.

Enclosed is a check for $
or

Charge to Credit Card

Card #

Name as it appears on credit card

Exp. date Security Code

(last 3 digits on back of card)

Signature

Billing Address

Please send application and payment to:
GOOD SAMARITAN AWARD
c/o OCYSA/S
P.O. Box 440515
Nashville, TN 37244-0515
(615) 340-7145 » Fax (615) 340-1770
www.umscouting.org

This form may be duplicated.
Prices subject to change.






WHAT BENEFITS DO
SHEPHERD CHURCHES RECEIVE UPON
CHARTERING/RE-CERTIFYING!

1. Subscription to Scouting News, a quarterly
publication of the General Commission on
United Methodist Men. A copy will be sent
to the pastor and local church scouting
coordinator.

2. Notices of training events for scouting
coordinators and other leaders.

3. An invitation to the United Methodist
Scouter’s Workshop, a week-long train-
ing experience conducted annually at the
Philmont Training Center, Cimarron, New
Mexico.

4. Access to scouting ministry resources in-
cluding books, supplies, and related items.

5. Up-to-date news from the Office of Scout-
ing Ministries and access to additional
information and resources on
www.umscouting.org.

The United Methodist General Conference recognizes
the Office of Scouting Ministry of the General
Commission on United Methodist Men as the official
organization responsible for scouting ministries.

The General Commission will provide...
support ...for the promotion of youth-serving/
scouting ministries within the United

Methodist Church...

— The 2008 Book of Discipline ({2302.5)

Please list the number and type of
unit(s) that your church sponsors

(for example, BSA Pack 123, Girl Scout
Troop 456, etc.).

SPECIAL NOTE

The Shepherd Church Charter
Recognition is dedicated to the memory of
Mrs. Mildred Keeney, a long-time United

Methodist scouter. She encouraged churches to
utilize scouting as a way to attract and nurture

young people with the love of Jesus Christ.

Mildred initiated the concept for this recognition.

www.umscouting.org

SHEPHERD
CHURCH
CHARTER

RECOGNITION
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— John 10:14

“To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice;
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. And
when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before the man and
the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.”

— John 10:14





PURPOSE

To annually recognize churches that provide
outstanding scouting/youth mentoring ministry
to their communities through sponsorship of one or
more of the following civic youth-serving agencies:
Boy Scouts of America (BSA), Girl Scouts of the
USA (GSUSA), Camp Fire USA (CFUSA), 4-H,
and/or Big Brothers Big Sisters of America (BBBS).
These churches welcome all youth and children;
nurture them as they grow to become good citizens
with a deeper relationship with God; and work with
them in service to others.

Train up a child in the way he should go and when
he is old he will not depart from it.

— Proverbs 22:6.

CRITERIA

1. Sponsor one or more of the following groups:
BSA, GSUSA, CFUSA, 4-H and/or BBBS to
meet the needs of youth and children in the
congregation and in the community. The 2008
Book of Discipline (1256.4a) encourages churches
to have signed partnership agreements.

2. Offer and encourage participation in the God and
Country series, a religious education program for
youth and children, grades 1-12 (2008 Book of
Discipline 9256.4). For more information visit
Programs of Religious Activities with Youth
(www.praypub.org).

3. Observe a Scouting Ministries Sunday or conduct
a separate Sunday service for each group.

4. Encourage each troop/group in the church to
annually participate in at least one community
service project. Service projects benefiting and
in cooperation with the sponsoring church are
encouraged.

5. Elect or appoint a scouting coordinator who
reports regularly to the governing body of the
local church (2008 Book of Discipline 9253).

SHEPHERD CHURCH CHARTER
REecogNITION FORM

The fulfillment of award requirements must be reviewed
and evaluated by the pastor and the local church scout-
ing coordinator. After the requirements have been

met, please sign and return the charter application to
the Office of Scouting Ministries, GCUMM, P. O. Box
440515, Nashville, TN 37244-0515. If you have any
questions, please call 615-340-7145.

An attractive, embossed 8 -1/2 x 11 Shepherd Church
certificate will be mailed to each sponsoring church
upon receipt of the $40 sponsorship.

The charter may be renewed annually.

Please check one:

__This is an application for a new charter.

__This is an application for an annual recertification.

__This is a recertification of a lapsed charter.

Church

As the name will appear on the charter certificate.

Address

City/State/Zip
Church e-mail address
Telephone

Conference

District

Optional: Number of children and youth receiving
God and Country awards in past 12 months:

Please include photos for potential publication in Scout-
ing News or other publications.

Optional: In one or two paragraphs, please describe
service projects in which your youth group has engaged.
Pleae include an action photo.

PAYMENT INFORMATIOIN

I enclose a check in the amount of $40.

Your $40 sponsorship covers all units (troops, packs, crews, clubs,
etc.). A rapid-processing fee of $25 will be charged for certificates
needed with less than a 30-day notice.

or charge to the following credit card:

Mastercard Visa Discover Amex

Card #
Expir Date

Security Code

Print name on Card

Signature
Billing Address
Billing City
State, Zip

email:
(if you would like to received email confirmation of
credit card charge)

Date charter certificate to be presented

This church meets all qualifications and criteria stated in
the brochure.

Signed:

Pastor

E-Mail:

Local Church Scouting/Mentoring Coordinator

E-Mail:







Scouting Ministry Specialist (SMS) Job Description
1. Visit/communicate information to units/local churches.

2. Promote Scouting recognition awards (Cross & Flame, Good Samaritan, Bishop’s
Award of Excellence, etc.)

3. Enroll each church as a Shepherd Church (SCCR.

4. Promote the Programs of Religious Activities with Youth (P.R.A.Y.) awards (formerly
called the God and Country Series).

5. Scout Sunday promotion.
6. Support the pastor.

7. Assist the Annual Conference Scouting Coordinator (ACSC) and/or District Scouting
Coordinator (DSC).

8. Assist the ACSC/DSC in conducting a Bishop’s Dinner for Scouting, where
applicable.

9. Consider serving on a Council Relationships/Religious Committee (BSA, etc.)

10. Attend periodic youth agency leaders’ meetings; i.e., BSA roundtable, GSUSA
service team meetings and others as appropriate.

11. Promote Scouting Ministry training events with adult leaders; for example, the
Philmont UM Scouters’ Workshop, etc.

12. Recruit one additional SMS for service.






The Office of Scouting Ministries
currently has formal relationships
with the following youth-serving
organizations:

Boy Scouts of America

Big Brothers Big Sisters of America
Girl Scouts of the USA

Camp Fire USA

« 4-H

® Girl Scouts.

Where Girls Grow Strongs

2.

Camp Fire USA

a century of kids. a future of leaders.

Big Brothers Big Sisters

Little Moments, Big Magic™

MEN GROWING
IN CHRIST,

SO OTHERS CAN
KNOW CHRIST

e GENERAL COMMISSION ON

Uuvim SCOUTING

UNITED METHODIST MEN

P.0. BOX 440515 "l“lS' uv

NASHVILLE, TN 37244-0515

Questions can be directed to: S’Ec lALIS'

Volunteer Coordinator:

Direct Phone: 615-620-7260
Fax: 615-340-1770
E-mail: Isayles@gcumm.org

GENERAL COMMISSION onN
www.umscouting.org UNITED METHODIST MEN





WHAT IS THE ROLE OF A SCOUTING MINISTRY SPECIALIST?

SMS MISSION

new response to one of the Four Areas of
Focus of the general church: to develop principled
Christian leaders.

Specialists will help provide information to the local
church through relationships with the General
Commission on United Methodist Men (GCUMM)
office and annual/district scouting coordinators.

SMS QUALIFICATIONS

Interested candidates must meet the
following prerequisites:

18 years of age or older.

Proof of BSA Youth Protection Training
and/or Safe Sanctuaries and Sexual
Ethics - online course (offered at www.
umscouting.org).

Registration fees: $10 for 1 year or
$45 for 5 years, ensures your active
ministry status.

his position is designed to help local churches
consider scouting as a ministry, as well as a

SMS ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Scouting Ministry Specialists will be

responsible for the following:

Visit and communicate with up to three
United Methodist churches in their areas.

Assist the annual and district scouting
coordinators.

Promote scouting ministry training events
with adult leaders (Philmont, Sea Base,
UM Scouting workshops, etc.).

Promote scouting recognition awards.

Promote the Programs of Religious Activities
with Youth (PR.A.Y.) awards.

Enroll each church as a Shepherd Church.
Promote Scout Sunday.
Support the pastor.

Consider serving on Council Relationships/
Religious Committees for the various
scouting agencies.

Recruit one additional scouting ministry
specialist.

Read Scouting Guidelines
(order from Cokesbury).

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Why is this position needed?

Only 6,700 of the 34,000 United Methodist churches
have scouting units. The specialists will help
churches understand the value of scouting and
communicate information related to training,
awards and recognition.

What is the difference between an
SMS and the annual/district/local

Scouting Coordinator?

Specialists are recruited and registered with GCUMM,
and are responsible for up to three churches. They are
not necessarily a liaison to a youth agency

council/office like a local church scouting coordinator.

HOW DO | APPLY TO BECOME AN SMS?

Visit our website at www.umscouting.org.
Please complete a contact interest form.
Someone will respond to your request with
additional information.

WHAT KIND OF COMMITMENT
IS REQUIRED?
Scouting ministry specialists are volunteers. The
amount of time allocated for the position is
determined by the individual’s schedule.






Torch Award

THIS APPLICATION MUST GO TO THE
CONFERENCE SCOUTING COORDINATOR
FOR APPROVAL BEFORE SUBMITTING

TO THE OFFICE OF CIVIC YOUTH-SERVING
AGENCIES/SCOUTING

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT
We hereby certify that

(full name)

of

Conference of The United Methodist Church,
meets all qualifications and criteria stated in
this brochure.

Signed: Both signatures are necessary.

Conference Scouting Coordinator

Presiding Bishop

Please send medal, certificate, and

clutch-back pin to the following address:

(Telephone Number with Area Code)

| need this by:

Please allow a 30 day processing time.
If less, it must be accompanied by a $25.00
rapid processing fee.

Enclosed is a check for $
or
Charge to the following credit card:

MasterCard Visa
Card #
Exp. date Sec. Code
Signature

Send to:

Office of Civic Youth-Serving
Agencies/Scouting
P.0. Box 440515
Nashville, TN 37244-0515
(615) 340-7145
Fax (615) 340-1770

Price subject to change without notice.
This form may be duplicated

THE
TORCH
AWARD

PROGRAM

The Embiem

The Torch is an emblem

of Christian faithfulness.

It recognizes the builders
of Christian character
and service to others.





THE PURPOSE OF

THE TORCH AWARD

The United Methodist Church accepts

the programs of Scouting and Civic Youth-
Serving Agencies (Boy Scouts of America,
Girl Scouts of the U.S.A., Camp Fire USA,
and 4-H) as contributing to the church's
goals in ministry with children and youth.

The United Methodist Church supports the
use of scouting programs as a proven way
of reaching and ministering with boys and
girls and their families. We urge churches to
study the potential for ministry in the use
of the programs of these organizations.

The General Commission on United
Methodist Men, through its Office of
Civic Youth-Serving Agencies/Scouting,
recognizes men and women who give
unusual amounts of time and energy in
dedicated service to children and youth
through these organizations.

The Torch Award is an appropriate
recognition for adult leaders who have
given exceptional service in the use and
promotion of these programs.

CRITERIA FOR

NOMINATING A CANDIDAIE

THE RECIPIENT OF THE AWARD MUST HAVE
AN OUTSTANDING RECORD OF SERVICE TO
CHILDREN AND YOUTH AS DETERMINED BY
THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA:

1. Is an active member of The United Methodist
Church, demonstrating exceptional Christian
character.

2. Has a continuous record of using and
supporting the programs (for a minimum of
4 years) of the Scouting and Civic Youth-
Serving Agencies in the life of the church at
the district and annual conference level.

3. Has served these organizations on the unit
(troop, club, ete.), district, council, or other
level by active participation in the program.

4. Has a record of counseling young people
enrolled in the religious awards programs.

5. Is actively recruiting men and women
for leadership in these organizations and
programs.

6. Has served effectively as a member of a
denominational or interdenominational
Church Committee on Scouting.

7. Has served as a Camp Chaplain or has helped
promote religious services within one of the
scouting programs.

PROCEDURLS

1. A special committee, appointed annually
by the Conference Committee on
Scouting, receives and reviews the nomi-
nations and names the recipients.

2. The annual conference may give one
award each year, plus one for each
100,000 church members or fraction
thereof, and may confer an honorary
award in recognition of meritorious
service to persons not members of the
annual conference.

3. Nominations may be made by an individ-
ual, by a local church or by the
Conference Committee on Scouting and
forwarded to the special committee by
April 1 each year.

4. A citation will be prepared by the special
committee to be read in the annual
conference session when the award is
presented.

5. Upon approval, the application is mailed
to the Office of Civic Youth-Serving
Agencies/Scouting in Nashville, Tennessee.
A certificate of merit will be prepared
along with a medal and clutch-back pin.
A check for $50.00 (made out to OCYSA)
must accompany the application to
cover all costs. Please allow 30 days for
processing.
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God and Me (Grades 1-3)

Children will become
best friends with Jesus
and tell their story of
“God and Me” together.
Children will make a
game in each lesson and
keep their games in a
GAMEBOX (God And
Me Exploring BOX).
These games will reinforce the Bible
lessons and provide opportunities for
families to explore God’s love together.
SECTION 1: God Created Me

SECTION 2: Jesus is God's Gift to Me
SECTION 3:1 Can Talk with God

SECTION 4: Because God Cares for Me, |
Can Care for Others

/

GAMEBOX

God and Family (Grades 4-5)
The God and Fam-

GOD AND FAMILY

ily program will help
children understand
the importance of
family and God’s role
in a healthy family.
Children will compare
families and “pizza,”
and they will make a
pizza as they study how families can grow
together in God’s love.
1. CRUST-FOUNDATION - We are God’s
Family
2. SAUCE - Family Heritage, Spiritual Heri-
tage

3.TOPPINGS - Our Talents and Gifts
Strengthen Our Families

PIZZA

4. CHEESE - In God'’s Family We're Loved No
Matter What! Because We're Loved,
We Follow Rules

5. BAKE - Being in God’s Family Helps Us
When Things Are Tough

6. EAT, SHARE, ENJOY! - In God’s Family, We
Share as a Response to God'’s Love

God and Church (Grades 6-8)
The God and Church

program will be a
journey to meet Jesus,
worship God, and
witness and minister
for Christ. Participants
will create a video or a
photo album to share
their faith journeys
with others.

UNIT | - My Journey:
Meeting Christ

+ Meeting Jesus, the Person
+ Meeting Jesus, the Son of God
+ Meeting Jesus, the Head of the Church

UNIT Il - My Journey: Worshiping God
+ Learning how Christ Worshiped God
+ Exploring How My Congregation Wor-
ships God
+ Discovering How I Can Worship God
UNIT Il - My Journey: Witnessing and
Ministering for Christ

+ Learning How Christ Witnessed and
Ministered to Others

+ Exploring How My Congregation Wit-
nesses and Ministers to Others

+ Discovering How I Can Witness and
Minister to Others

N 9
)

God and Life (Grades 9-12)

The God and Life

study is based on the

life of the Apostle Paul

as recorded in Acts

9:1-31.

SECTION 1: God calls all
kinds of people.

SECTION 2: God doesn’t
expect us to do it on
our own.

SECTION 3: Each of
us must make a
personal response
to the call of God

SECTION 4: God gives strength to face
adversities.

SECTION 5: God can accomplish great
things through those who are willing to
do God’s will.

Four Star Recognition

of the PR.A.Y. series. Start

now: students cannot go

backwards to earn younger awards!

A special recognition is
available for young people
who complete all four levels

Adult Mentor Program

The Adult Mentor program
is an optional program for
parents who have children
enrolled in the PR.AY.
series. Parents will have a
workbook to complete as they work side-
by-side their children.

Adult Recognitions

Adults who have served

youth through their church v
and a national Scouting =
agency may be nomi- _
nated to receive an Adult
Recognition. Visit www.

praypub.org to down-
load nomination forms.

VISIT WWW.PRAYPUB.ORG FORINFORMATION AND TO ORDER BOOKLETS ONLINE.






FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Who may earn a P.R.A.Y. award? Girls and boys
in grades 1-12.

Do | have to belong to a scouting group to earn
a PR.A.Y. award? No, girls and boys may earn
this award even if they do not belong to a Girl
Scout, Boy Scout, American Heritage Girls or
Camp Fire group. Members of youth groups
and Sunday School classes may participate in
these programs.

Do | have to belong to a church to earn a
P.R.A.Y. award? No, you do not have to have
official membership in a congregation to
earn this award; however, the program re-
quires that a pastor review all work and
oversee the program.

Which denominations use the P.R.A.Y. program?
Protestant and Independent churches. The fol-
lowing is a partial listing of the denominations
that use the PR.A.Y. program: African Method-
ist Episcopal, African Methodist Episcopal Zion,
Assembly of God, Baptist, Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Christian Methodist Epis-
copal, Church of God, Episcopal, Lutheran, Pen-
tecostal, Presbyterian, United Church of Christ,
United Methodist Church, and Independent
Christian churches.

Who may serve as counselor? The pastor, or
someone appointed by the pastor (such as a
parent, Sunday School teacher, congregational
lay leader, or other qualified adult).

May | earn more than one award (for the differ-
ent grade levels)? Yes, you may earn all four

awards as long as you are in the appropriate
grade at the time (you may not go backwards
and earn younger awards).

How long does it take to complete the program?
It depends. God and Me and God and Fam-
ily may take 4 to 8 weeks to complete. God
and Church and God and Life may take 3 to 6
months to complete.

How do | order the booklets? Booklets may be
purchased at your local council store or directly
from PR.A.Y. (see attached order form) or via
the internet at www.praypub.org or by calling
1-800-933-7729.

Does each child need a booklet? Yes.

How dol order the awards? The application form
to order the awards is found in the Student
Workbook. The form must be sent to PR.A.Y.
(your local council will not have these awards).

How is the award presented? The award is usual-
ly presented by the pastor in a worship service.

What is the difference between the Counselor
Manual and the Mentor Workbook? The Coun-
selor Manual is for adults who are “teaching”
or helping the students complete the require-
ments. The Counselor Manual has answers,
suggested activities, resources, etc. The Men-
tor Workbook is for parents who choose to be
“students” alongside their children. The Mentor
Workbook contains lessons and questions for
parents to complete as they work side by side
their children on the program.

\

Starting the
Program is Easy!

« Order the appropriate program
booklets based on your grade.

« Meet with the pastor: show
your pastor the P.R.A.Y. book-
lets and together choose a
counselor.

« Complete the requirements
under the supervision of your
counselor.

« Present your work to the pastor
for final approval.

« Order the recognition items by
sending the application form
to P.R.A.Y.

« Plan a special ceremony in
church to receive your award.

Visit www.praypub.org

for information and to order
booklets online.

ORDER FORM
Protestant Christian Booklets Name
Grades 1-3 Quantity Amount Address
God & Me Student Workbook #33604 $3.50 G S 7i
God & Me Counselor Manual #33603 $3.50 ity tate p
God & Me Adult Mentor Workbook #33606 $3.50 Phone (day contact)
Grades 4-5 Email
God & Fam!ly Student Workbook 133597 830 Enclose payment by check, money order, MasterCard, Visa or Discover. Make checks payable
God & Family Counselor Manual #33598 ey — to“PR.A.Y."If credit card, provide the following information:
God & Family Adult Mentor Workbook #33595 $3.50 AL P 9 :
Grades 6-8 Cad b __ __ - - -
God & Church Student Workbook #33599 $3.50 Cardholder’s name
God & Church Counselor Manual #33600 $3.50 P
— Expirat (V2 Cod
God & Church Adult Mentor Workbook #3596 $3.50 Xpration_— — : oce —
Grades 9-12 The CV2 code is the last three digits on the backside of the credit card located in the signa-
God & Life Student Workbook #33609 $3.50 ture box.
God & Life Counselor Manual #33610 $3.50 Billing Address
God & Life Adult Mentor Workbook #33605 $3.50 Phone (day contact)
Subtotal Signature

*Postage via USPS Media mail: 1 book = $2.65: 2 or more books = $3.50 SEND TO:

plus $.15 per book. Postage/handling fees subject to change. Postage * PR.ALY.

Visit wwnwpraypub.orgfo shipping options Programs of Religious Activities with Youth
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. CHARGES WILL BE ADJUSTED. TOTAL 11123 S. Towne Square, Ste. B

JUNE 2009

St. Louis, MO 63123







Award;meRecojm'tzbw What You Can Do

Good Samaritan Award
Individual youth are nominated for this award
by the local church.

Bishop’s Award of Excellence

Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops, Camp Fire
and 4-H clubs earn this award by meeting
established requirements.

Adult Recognition
Adults should be recognized by being
nominated for the following awards.

B Cross and Flame Award - given by the
local church

B Torch Award - given by the conference

m  Silver Torch Award - given for regional,
national, or international service.

Shepherd Church Charter Recognition
Recognize outstanding ministry within
United Methodist churches.

Visit www.umscouting.org to download
brochures.

P.R.A.Y.

The Programs of Religious Activities with Youth
(PR.A.Y.) program is an age-appropriate
study series for youth.

B God and Me — grades 1-3
God and Family — grades 4-5
God and Church — grades 6-8
God and Life — grades 9-12

www.praypub.org

Celebrate a Scouting Ministry Sunday
on the second Sunday in February or on a
Sunday that suits your congregation.

Encourage Boy Scout Eagle and Girl Scout
Gold Award candidates to develop projects
with the church.

Organize P.R.A.Y. program classes for children
and youth members in your local church.

Become a scouting ministry specialist.

Resouvces

Office of Civic Youth-Serving Agencies/
Scouting Ministries, General Commission
on United Methodist Men

PO Box 340006

Nashville, TN 37203-0006

(615) 340-7145

www.umscouting.org

LIVES

& ofc/tildrem
O and )/out/v

Office of Civic Youth-Serving Agencies/Scouting Ministries

Outreach ministry to children and youth

ocouting

“Scouting and the United Methodist Men are
perfect partners. Each blesses the other. Men
and women in this ministry help shape our
impressionable youth.”

Gil Hanke, General Secretary
General Commission on United Methodist Men





4 s your wmen’s fellowship strives to make a difference in your community, consider using the
followwﬂ progams. These arve sound, proven ways to cnstill values ofc/mmcter, citizenship
and vespect for others while developing a strong reverence of God, self respect and self reliance.

. www.bsa.scouting.org

J~r Charted by Congress in 1916, the Boy
Scouts of America emphasizes strong
personal values, character, self-worth
and usefulness, caring relationships, a desire to
learn, and productive and creative use of time.
The program levels are:
B Tiger Cubs - age 6
B Cub Scouts - ages 7-10
B Boy Scouts - ages 11-17
B Venturing - ages 14-20 (co-ed)

www.girlscouts.org

The Girl Scouts of the USA, the largest voluntary
organization for girls in the world, helps
girls grow strong physically, mentally,
emotionally and spiritually.

The program levels are:

B Daisy Girl Scouts — ages 5-6
Brownie Girl Scouts — ages 6-8
Junior Girl Scouts — ages 8-11
Cadette Girl Scouts — ages 11-14
Senior Girl Scouts — ages 14-17

www.campfire.org
Camp Fire USA supports children

(()) and y%uth on theierc))Ft)Jrney to
Cam;Fire usa adulthood with inclusive, youth-
rodeys wie Tmerows sden.- Jeve|opment programs that
develop personal life skills, social responsibility,
healthy lifestyles and leadership.
Programs include:
Child care
Camping and environmental education
Absolutely Incredible Kid Day
Clubs and mentoring opportunities
Co-ed programs

www.bbbs.org °

People of Faith mentoring [
children of promise.

Big Brothers Big Sisters” Amachi

is the only congregation-based

mentoring program in the United

States to offer a proven and effective model for

mentoring children who have an incarcerated parent.

The Need
Over 2.4 million of our children nationwide face a

70 percent probability of following their parents to
prison. The caring members of your congregation can
help break the cycle of intergenerational incarcera-
tion for the children who live right around the corner

in your community.

Our Faith is in You.

You will join other congregations that share a vision of

mentoring your community’s most vulnerable chil-

dren. Become a Big Brother or Big Sister and help an

entire generation of our community’s children be-
come happy and productive citizens.

www.fourhcouncil.edu

The objective of 4-H remains:

the development of youth as
individuals and as responsible and
productive citizens. 4-H serves youth
ages 9-19 through a variety of methods:
B Organized clubs or individual members
B Special interest or short term groups

B School enrichment programs

B Camping and activities

Four Arveas ofFocm

UMC leaders have asked the church to focus on
four areas of ministry, in a united effort to make
disciples and reach the world for Christ.

Developing principled Christian leaders

Train UM scouting leaders for the ministry of
Jesus Christ.

Train and equip scouting ministry specialists to
serve in every district.

Train youth to be effective, caring leaders
in church and community.

Creating new congregations and revitalizing
existing ones

Awaken men, and build men spiritually as primary
means to revive congregations.

Train clergy and lay leaders in courses developed
for effective discipleship in men.

Engaging in ministry with the poor
Train UM Men leaders to become advocates and

friends of the poor, and eliminate the effects of
poverty and racism.

Support the children of incarcerated parents
through Amachi.

Support hunger relief efforts by the Society of
St. Andrew.

Combating the diseases of poverty by
improving health globally

Direct UMC-sponsored scouting units in advocacy
and fundraising efforts for Nothing But Nets and
help eliminate malaria in our lifetime.

Expand global hunger relief through the World
Methodist Council men'’s affiliate and Stop Hunger
Now.





