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The MMS certification is open to both clergy and laity. On a case by case basis, the requirement to 
complete the specific MMS certification items may be waived if the MMS candidate can demonstrate 
that he has met the requirements as part of achieving ordination as a pastor in the UMC, as part of a 
course of study to become a pastor, or as part of his service as a pastor in the UMC. The specific 
requirements where a requirement may be waived are: 
 

• History and Polity test.  A pastor who graduated from divinity school and was ordained by the 
UMC should have completed and passed a UMC history and polity course.  If the candidate 
confirms this is the case, the MMAT may waive the requirement for the candidate to take the 
MMS history and polity test.  If the candidate became a pastor in the UMC taking the "course 
of study" route, the history and polity test can also be waived if the candidate can demonstrate 
that he passed a United Methodist history and polity test as part of his course of study. 

• Pastor/Spouse Form B:  a candidate serving as an active pastor should have his district 
superintendent sign Form B in place of the local pastor.   

• Lay Speaker Form F:  an ordained pastor meets the requirements for Basic Lay Speaking by 
virtue of his role in the UMC.  If a pastor is an Advanced Lay Speaker, he should submit his 
certification with Form F to ensure this is reflected in his MMS certification package. 
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