
 

Those in attendance:  Lee Donley, NCJUMM President, Mark Dehority, Executive  Vice President and 

GCUMM Deployed Staff, Jim Boesch, GCUMM Staff and MMS, Ken Hudgins, Secretary/ Prayer Advocate 

and Men’s Ministry Specialist, Dave Belt, Treasurer, Steve Nailor, Central Area Vice President and North 

Illinois Conference President, Jim Smith, West Area Vice President, Charlie Gooden, East Area Vice 

President,  Gary Hostetler in place of David Martin, Indiana Conference President, John Walls, Detroit 

Conference President, Jeff Thornton, representing  Illinois Great Rivers Conference President, Norm 

Veldhuizen, Iowa Conference President, August Grulich, Wisconsin Conference President, Ron Fadoir, 

Detroit District President, George Groves, New Conference President for the North Illinois Conference, 

Steve Liehr, New NCJUMM Secretary, Herb John  Aurora, Illinois District President, Chuck Craynon West 

Ohio . 

 

Friday 

3-5-16 

Devotion & Prayer:  Ken Hudgins 

 

   

Praying Husband 

   



Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was barren. The LORD 
answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. Genesis 25:21  

   
A praying husband appeals to the Lord for the sake of his wife. He bombards heaven on 
behalf of his bride with big things like having babies, and he is consistent in praying for 
his wife every day for important matters such as peace and security. Prayer is one of 
God’s select weapons that a husband can wield in defense of his woman. God has called 
you to be the spiritual warrior of your home, and prayer is your first line of defense. If 
prayer is compromised, then you have no air support from your heavenly Father.  
   
Without prayer covering your home and wife, you and your family are open to blistering 
assaults from the devil and his demons. So pray for God’s hedge of protection (Job 1:10). 
The strategy of the stealth enemy is to keep you busy with only a token of prayer on your 
breath. An overly active man is probably a prayerless man; a man consumed with his 
own deal is probably a prayerless man; a man absorbed by pride is probably a prayerless 
man; a man who serves a small God is probably a prayerless man; a man angry at his 
wife is probably a prayerless man. A husband whose prayers are hindered is a man who 
knows he needs to pray for his wife but doesn’t. He is a man powerless as a spiritual 
leader (1 Peter 3:7).  
             
Prayer for your wife leads you to forgive your wife, prayer for your wife leads you to love 
your wife, and prayer for your wife leads to the abundant life. You cannot pray for your 
wife and stay mad at her. You cannot pray for your wife and not want to hang out with 
her, for prayer facilitates intimacy. Prayer changes your heart and hers. Therefore, agree 
together for a time apart just to pray (1 Corinthians 7:5), for prayer unleashes the 
resources and the blessings of God. Satan shudders at the thought of a praying husband. 
A husband will win the battle for his family if he fights the enemy on his knees. It is a 
posture of desperation for God that brings victory and reconciliation. Husbands, prayer 
is your most potent marriage resource.  
             
Therefore, get on your knees and do not get up until you have persevered in prayer for 
your helpmate. Courageously cry out to God on her behalf. Pray for her inner beauty to 
be reflected in her gorgeous countenance. Pray for her to feel God’s love and security. 
Pray for her to feel your love, support, and respect. Pray for her to be at peace with God, 
herself, and you. Pray for her to forgive herself and to love herself. Pray for her to have 
wisdom and discernment as a wife and a mom. Pray for her to love God and hate sin.  
   
As you pray, see her as God sees her. She is a child of God, and in Christ she is holy and 
acceptable. Thank God for your wife and thank Him for her love for you. Thank Him for 
her unselfish service. Thank Him that she puts up with your idiosyncrasies. Pray for 
your wife that she will receive spiritual nourishment from God’s Word and spiritual 
leadership from you. Pray for her daily and deliberately. Pray for her when you are 
happy, and pray for her when you are sad. However, hang on, because as you pray, 
neither of you will ever be the same. Prayer for your wife is profitable; it solicits heaven 
on her behalf.  
   



Prayer:  Heavenly Father, help me be a husband who cries out to You on behalf of my 
wife.     
   
Application:  What time of day is best to pray with my spouse?  

   
Related Readings: Ezra 8:23; 1 Chronicles 5:20; Ephesians 5:25-33; Colossians 3:19  

 

Prayer:  Ken Hudgins 

Ken opened in prayer praying for our wives and families.  He also lifted Scott Brooks who is 

battling pancreatic cancer, David Martin the conference Pres. of Indiana who had a quadruple 

bypass heart surgery, Larry price with lower back pain and their families. He also lifted the 

newly elected Slate for the National Association of Conference Presidents and officers as well as 

the Jurisdictional President and officers.  He also lifted August Grulich and asked for a good 

outcome with his upcoming doctor’s appointment.  And he lifted Lee Collins who is fighting liver 

cancer as well as his family. Lastly, Ken thanked God for this day, all the blessings He bestows 

upon us and asked him to be with us as we meet and guide us this day.  

Amen 

 

 
 

How to Craft a Compelling Vision for Your Men’s Ministry in 2016 

By Jim Boesch 

 

I believe it is God’s will that His local churches best function through kingdom building visions 

through His people in ministries driven by purposeful missions, following clear pictures of 

discipling futures within defined boundaries established through values of loving God and loving 

others.  While this is His will, it is our responsibility as servant leaders to do our part in working 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezra+8%3A23%3B+1+Chronicles+5%3A20%3B+Ephesians+5%3A25-33%3B+Colossians+3%3A19&version=NIV


with others in discerning this task as to what it looks like in our beloved First United Methodist 

Church of _____________ and supporting it with our ministry through men.  

 

While the mission statement of our global UMC is known by many as “Making Disciples for the 

Transformation of the World”, our challenge in the streets is how does that look in our local 

churches in which this mission will or will not be achieved. 

As God always does, throughout the bible He gives us many examples of His desired plans for 

us as His church where we find scripture providing vision and direction to follow as His people 

and His church.  He first delivered these messages through His prophets and lastly through 

Jesus’ teachings to the masses and His equipping of the disciples. 

Just a few of my favorite examples are:  

  “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for good and not 
for evil, to give you a future and a hope.   
When you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen.  

You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.”   

                                                                                                          Jeremiah 29:11-13 

 "Where there is no vision, the people perish, but blessed is he who keeps the 
law."            

                                                                                                                            Proverbs 29:18 

 

 

 

 

While there are many published models and concepts for achieving the process of organizations 

to use in establishing guidelines for how they should or want to be structured, the Four (4) Part 

Visioning format I want to share with you for use in your local church and men’s ministry is as 

follows: 

1. Defining your church’s mission or purpose.  The key question your 
leadership is prayerfully asking God as they seek to discern His mission and 
purpose for their local church should be “What business are we in?”  What are 
we trying to create in this organization of Christ Followers?”  What is our 
mission/purpose statement?” 

 



Jesus was very clear in regards to what business He and His disciples were in.  He 

called His disciples to become fishermen, but to a greater purpose – to become “fishers 

of men.” (Matthew 4:19) 

A mission/purpose statement, to be empowering and to create action, must express a 

higher purpose for the greater good that gives meaning to the efforts of all people who 

are involved in the organization of church. 

A clear mission and purpose sets the direction for where you are going.  But be 

forewarned; if you set no direction and thus don’t know where you are going, then any 

plan will get you there and you will need no leadership in your church.  

 

2. Predicting your church’s picture of the future.  The key question leadership is 
to ask in prayer in seeking God’s vision for your church is “What does our picture 
of the future look like for our church if we live according to our mission and 
purpose and everything goes well?”  “What will it look like in the future if the 
ministries in our local church are running as we planned?”  In our Men’s Ministry?  
In our Youth and Student Ministry? In our Children and Family Ministry?  
 

Jesus was very clear when He outlined to His vision to His Disciples when He charged 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.  

And surely I am with you always, to the very end if the age.”  (Matthew 28:18-20)  

That was Jesus’ vision of the future of His church. 

 

 

3. Establishing your church’s values.  The key question to prayerfully ask when 
discerning God’s will for what Values His local church will seek is “What will 
govern how we behave in His local church?”  “What are the core beliefs and 
behaviors that will be our guidelines as we set the limits and boundaries of how 
we will live as His church?”  

 

Values are the nonnegotiable principles that will define the character of your 
church leaders.  They are those traits that you will want to see visibly present in 
every area of ministry at your church.  You will hope that every person whom you 
encounter will be touched by your commitment to these non-negotiables and see 
that you honor them in all you do. 
 



As you develop your own value priorities, it is helpful to know and understand 
what Jesus set before us His values when He responded to the Pharisees as 
they sought to test Him with the question,  
 
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments.”                                                                                    
Matthew 22:36-40 

 

*One way to think of the interaction between these 3 elements are that the values drive the 

picture of the future which in turn drives the mission and purpose.  When considering this, 

it should be apparent that all 3 are very important to the process of Visioning. 

 

4. Setting your church’s goals and expectations:  This fourth and concluding 
element is setting the goals and expectations that must be met in order to 
achieve your vision for your church.  The key question church leaders can now 
ask is “What do you want people to focus on now?”  “What are the expectations 
for their goal performance?”  “How do you set objectives to achieve your mission, 
picture of the future and directional values for you church?”  “How do you know 
what your people are capable of doing?”   

 

A critical part of goal setting is making sure everyone involved in the process agrees on 

what good behavior looks like.  This goal setting process needs to produce clarity as to 

who performs what, when, where and how often for all who are involved in the goal 

activity. 

** Many of you experienced a 3 series webinar in October and early November of 2015 under 

the title of “Discipling Goal Setting, Implementation and Feedback for Men” that deals 

specifically with this 4th step of the Visioning format we have discussed.  We will not go into 

further detail in this communication, but I will be glad to discuss goal setting with you in the 

future if you so desire.   

In closing, I realize some of your local churches may not have defined, published 

mission/purpose statements, defined pictures of the future and values that provide boundaries 

for your ministries and people to work within.   

Also, your church may have done work to craft these first 3 elements but may be struggling on 

the 4th element of the vision of setting discipling goals that create expectations to fulfill the 

mission, picture of the future and the values to live and lead the congregation to know God’s will 

for your church. 



It’s never too late!  February is a great to time to determine this current state for your church and 

then go from there into 2016.  

Jim Boesch 

 
NCJUMM Oct. 13, 2014 Conf. Call Meeting Minutes:  Ken Hudgins 

 
David Belt moved to accept the minutes and August Grulich seconded that motion. They were accepted 
unanimously.  
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Dave Belt 

Have not received report at this time.   

 Gary Hostetler moved to accept the treasurer’s report and August Grulich seconded them.  They were 
accepted unanimously.   
 
David did bring up the dues that are due.  Only 2 conferences have paid so far.  So if you have not sent in 
your dues, please do.  It was also brought up of reimbursement to attend this meeting are those officers 
who have no form of reimbursement are to have assistance.  The problem is there is no amount of 
money listed for reimbursement.  In the bylaws, we need to set the maximum amount needs to be set.  
For this meeting there are 4 people qualifying for some reimbursement.  A motion was made that a 
maximum amount will be set to $200.00 prorated by expense per person for reimbursement to this 
NACP 2016 meeting.  The mileage rate is 22 cents per mile or air fare, whichever is cheaper is the 
reimbursement amount.  But a request for funds will need to be made to our treasurer, David Belt.  Jeff 
Thornton seconded the motion.  It was passed unanimously.  David said he would accept it by email or 
regular mail. 
 

Conference President’s Reports: 

 

 
1. East Ohio Conference:  Lee Spencer 

 
Not present, No report 
 

2. West Ohio Conference:  Elwin Spray 
 
Not present, No report 

3. Northern Illinois Conference:  Steve Nailor/George Groves  

 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED METODIST CHURCH 

“Be Ye Doers of the Word and not Hearers Only” 



 
 
 
 

United Methodist Men’s Annual Report for 2015 

President Steve Nailor 

 

2015 was a great year for NICUMM, as they have reached out in mission and helped others to know 

and grow in Christ.  The Northern Illinois Conference United Methodist men continue to develop 

Executive Committees in each District.  The Conference is working on materials for our endowment 

fund with the foundation. This will generate more funding for mission work. Our Spiritual Congress, 

Upper Room Prayer Ministry and our mission efforts continue to be focal points for our men. By 

encouraging men to become involved and become leaders in our churches, we hope to equip men, who 

have a heart for ministry, to develop disciples for Jesus Christ.   Grace Imathiu from Community 

UMC, Naperville, was our guest speaker at Spiritual Congress. Disciple Bible Outreach Ministries 

continues to be a focal point for both Illinois Great River Conference and our Northern Illinois 

Conference UMM.  The Class Meetings were also introduced 

 

District Activities are reaching men for Christ.  Some of our 2014 highlights common in all districts 

are: 

o Reviewed and continue the 2013-2017 plan of work for the Conference UMM 

o Held the 55rd Spiritual Congress at Williams Bay Wisconsin in September 

o EMS/Legacy Builders & Charters, was a main emphasis to invite men to become involved in 

Men’s work especially past due memberships 

o Held District Advent and Lenten Services  

o Meals for Millions / Society of St. Andrews, continues to a major Mission Program  

o Prayer Ministry provided support to the Upper Room (Prayer Line $1000 to the UMM 

Foundation) 

o Scouting Ministries Programs 

o District Presidents either established or updated their Constitution/By-Laws 

o Reaching out to the younger Men 
 

Chicago Northwestern District:  President Leon Deloney 

o Held 7 events to strengthen our UMM ministry 

o UMM & UMW provided leadership through service @ the NUCUMC Urban Summit 

o Implemented The Map program by David Murrow 

o Held Prayer Line workshops and now have 2 Prayer Line Ministries in NWD 

o Established training session at our Connectional Table for the Men of the district 



 

Chicago Southern District: President Dr. Donald Linder 

o New District Officers elected and installed 

o Continued Monday night bible study for the 27th year 

o Focused on mission support for MFM, HIV-Aids and Hunger Relief 

o Hosted Annual Awards Banquet recognizing Benjamin Davis, James Portis, Jessie Richards, 

and Dr. Lillie Child 

o John Wesley Fellow Award was presented to Past President Lucious Moore 

o Held the 26th Annual United Methodist Men’s District Musical 

o Community Outreach through Food Pantries, Clothing Closets 
 

Aurora District: President George Groves 

o Concentrated on Men’s ministries to revitalize our churches 

o Lenten Breakfast @ Faith UMC, Orland Park Missions was the emphasis  

o Advent Breakfast @ Wheatland Salem 

o Continued to establish our District Executive Committee 

o “No Man Left Behind “, was our district focus this year 

o Men’s Ministry Specialist, we have two men working on their certificates  
o George and Herb Johns taught Understanding Men’s Ministry at the Aurora District Laity 

Training Academy.  6 District Churches attended  

 

 

Elgin District:  President, Brad Meador 

o Supported several Mission projects and contributed $3,862 to them 

o Hosted Upper Room Prayer Line 

o Continued to strengthen the Executive Team 

o Mission Projects such as; Repair Projects 

o Hosted MFM, 40K# of Potato drop 

o Collected 1,380 bushels of vegetables for food pantry 

o Developed Faith ministry thru bible studies 

o Staffed prison ministries 

 

De Kalb District: President, Scott Brooks (Also Conference Prayer Advocate) 

o Elected new Executive Committee 

o Strengthen Leadership through establishing new Charters & EMS Members 

o Continues to promote training for the various Men’s Units 

o Distributed tons of Potatoes through Society of St. Andrews 

o Continued to provide hunger relief through various pantries 



o Participated in disaster relief efforts for Fairdale Tornado Victims  

o Provided teams for 4 days at Camp Reunoldswood 

 

Rockford District:  President Bert Schweinler / Dave Holland 

o Hosted 7th Annual Harmony for Hunger Concert and raised $15,500 for local food pantries 

and Meals for Millions, this event has raised more than $75,833 in the seven (7) concerts 

o Continue to work on our EMS / Legacy / Charter Members 

o Continue to support the Men’s Spiritual Congress 

o Reviewed our 2012-2016 Work Plan 

o $8,500 sent into Society of St. Andrews for the MFM Program 
 
George Groves wanted it in the minutes on how thankful their conference are for Steve’s leadership for 
the last 12 years.  It has been a great experience. 
 

4. Wisconsin Conference:  August Grulich 
 

Our Wisconsin Conference reduced our districts from 8 to 5.  The new districts will have names and will 
have the new district superintendents.  I am going to contact them for help to look for new leadership 
for UMMen in these districts.  August will be working with Steve Nailor.  There also is a Men’s group in 
Union Grove who want to be more active and want August to come out to show them some ways they 
can become more active with Men’s Ministry.  He also has 2 young men he is going to put in for the 
Good Samaritan Award.  The reason August went to Liberia Africa was to help refurbish and repair the 
school that was built there years ago.  August also worked on a water pump with a couple girls to fix it.  
August asked us for our help in raising money to help raise $60,000 to build a new building there.  It will 
have offices, bathrooms and classrooms for the students there.  It is Sherman Avenue United Methodist 
Church in Madison, Wisconsin.  On the bottom of the check, put the Chavez building fund.  It is tax 
deductible and they are working on their own 501C3.  August is going to offer his 501C3 so they can get 
going right away.  The mission’s money we have in our fund for the NCJUMM is approximately $500.  
The school in Africa is a Methodist School.  John Walls made the motion that we put in $300 in matching 
funds for this project to the church.  David Belt seconded the motion.  There was some discussion.  
David said that when they raise $300, to let David know where to send the check.  Lee raised the vote 
and it was unanimously accepted with a yes vote. 

 
 

5. Detroit Conference:  John Walls 
 

DETROIT CONFERENCE UMM 

March, 2016 

 
Last December, I received an email rom Gil Hanke about a UMM Group in trouble, questioning the need 

to re-charter.   Thanks to the efforts of the Saginaw Bay District President, Ed Nagy, and ZOOM, Ed and I 

were able to meet with the one member that wanted to continue.   Ed followed up personally, attending 

a meeting of the Oscoda UMM, with the result that Oscoda UMM re-chartered in 2016.  My thanks to Ed 

for his dedication to the job! 



Planning is progressing for our Spring Meeting on April 30.  Our Hunger Advocate has arranged for a 

potato drop during the meeting.  The UMM of West Branch UMC are working with us to make this day 

successful.   The meeting will be in one of our districts that has a large number of UMM groups that have 

questions about chartering; so, hopefully, Gil Hanke will be able to sway them to become connected 

with the rest of UMM.   Invitations have been sent to Bishop Kiesey and District Superintendents. 

Letters have been sent to the District Presidents in West Michigan Conference that are recorded in 

Nashville – 4 of the six districts have reported presidents.  District offices have responded and only two 

indicate UMM presidents.   I have conversed with one who is willing to meet on ZOOM.    The Design 

Committee for the new Michigan Conference (uniting West Michigan and Detroit Conferences into one 

conference) has sent me a series for questions to be answered jointly with leaders of both conferences.  

Will meet shortly after returning from Nashville. 

I will be traveling with the newly elected President of the Detroit Renaissance District UMM President, 

Ron Fadoir.  He will be attending the NACP meetings with me.  See you all there. 

 
John Walls 

Detroit Conference UMM President 

 

6. Iowa Conference:  Norm Veldhuizen 
 
Jim Smith was voted in and accepted the position of South Central District President.  As 
such, he has relinquished the position of Prayer Advocate.  Chris Nygard will be the new 
Prayer Advocate.  They are going to have their annual gathering on April 16th in Boone 1st 
UMC.  They also will have a controversial gathering again as their keynote speaker will be 
Bobby Dents from Iowa Men Action Network for a salt care center extending shelter and 
support.  He has been there 5 years now and is very educated with men’s domestic violence.  
The afternoon speaker will be a pastor from Hope UMC in Des Moines.  Norm just asked for 
some good spiritual guidance of some sort and will leave the rest up to the Pastor.  This 
pastor sings and plays his guitar which will most likely be part of his message.  Later on this 
fall, they will be hosting a 4 conference rally again up in Minnesota. Iowa will be hosting it 
this year and the dates are in the first part of October.   
   

7. Dakotas Conference:  Position Open 
 
No Report 

8. Illinois Great Rivers:  Jeff Thornton/Bill Lawrence 
 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference UMM Report 

By Jeff Thornton 



Jeff began by thanking Lee Donley for being his mentor and helping him get started.  Lee spent hours 

going through the Charter reports and EMS Legacy reports to have his rallies and for leadership.  So a 

very special thank you to Lee for his help and leadership. 

District Rallies - In order to get more Men involved in Ministry we have done 4 different District rally 

events. Each rally has had between 40-60 men. At our last rally in Alton Main Street a total of 9 clergy 

attended. Clergy is key to getting more support for Men’s Ministry without them the chance for us to 

grow is minimal. I will be doing the 5th rally on way home from this event on Sunday, March 6.  This has 

been a good exercise for me as Conference President. My District Presidents usually will make calls to 

chartered groups and surrounding churches. I will also follow up with the calls and make additional calls 

to non-chartered churches. The results we have been able to reactivate a few charters and encouraged 

EMS memberships. 

Bishop’s Golf Tournament- Last year the Conference UMM has helped support the Conference Bishop’s 

Golf Tournament. This year we sponsored a traveling trophy for the event to encourage more 

participation with local churches.  

Cardinal Baseball Game - The Conference partners with the Missouri Conference on an annual event 

called UMM Day at Busch Stadium. This year the game is on June 18th against the Texas Rangers. Last 

year the game was against the New York Mets. I threw out the first pitch and 554 pitches later the game 

ended in the 18th inning. 

Potato Drop and Mission project- The conference will be doing a potato drop on Saturday, April 2nd in 

Springfield, IL. We have teamed up with Illinois Central Food Bank to help distribute the 40000 pounds 

and also will be doing a work project the day of the potato drop at the Food Bank. 

Annual Conference - The Conference UMM set up a display each year at Annual Conference. This year 

we will be doing a two minute video to appeal for Men’s Ministry during the actual Conference. 

Create Stories Don’t Tell Them - This is a huge theme we are doing in our Conference. Younger men and 

youth want to create stories not listen to old guys tell them! 

We are starting to get more men involved in Christ.  I look at this as building a house. It is not something 

you do overnight but takes time to build a good foundation so the structure will last during a storm! 

Jeff Thornton 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference 

 
9. Minnesota Conference:  Position Open 

 
Position open, No Report 

10. Indiana Conference:  David Martin/Gary Hostetler 
 



 
 

2015 Annual Report of Activities 

Prepared by Conference President David Martin 

With input from various individuals from the  

UMMen Charters of Indiana 

 

PURPOSE/WHY 
United Methodist Men shall be a creative, supportive fellowship of men who seek to know 

Jesus Christ, to grow spiritually and to seek daily his will.  (Our) primary purpose is to 

declare the centrality of Christ in the lives of men and in all their relationships. 

 
There are a lot of good things happening within various Chartered United Methodist Men 

groups in Indiana and this report only covers some of the highlighted activity reported to 

the Conference President. 

 

CHARTERS AND EMS 
 

Indiana ended 2015 with 66 Chartered churches.  Each District President has been 

challenged to either start 2 new charters or get 5 charters that are lapsed to recertify in 

2016 before June 1st. If your church is too small or has no active UMMen’s group, consider 

organizing a Cluster Charter.  Sullivan County and Greene County are examples of good 

Cluster Charters. 

 

We ended the year with 48 EMS - Every Man Shares - members who contributed $45.00 or 

more to the GCUMM during the calendar year 2015.  Of those 48 individuals 13 

individuals contributed $10.00 or more per month in addition to the annual $45.00 amount.  

Each District President has been provided a copy of the EMS report going back to January 

of 2012 of all current and past EMS members.  They are being asked to contact each 

individual on list that has a lapsed membership to determine if they would consider 

reinstating their contribution.  An objective for each District president should be to add 5 

new or reinstated EMS members during 2016.    

 

 



SOCIETY OF SAINT ANDREW 

 
Once again the UMMen and UMC congregations of Indiana provided fantastic support for 

SoSA through Gleaning projects and donations.  We held various gleaning projects though 

out Indiana and some of those projects included gleaning fields of sweet corn, green beans, 

strawberries, potatoes and apples.  Terry Swagger of St. Mark’s UMM of Carmel 

individually organized men to glean approximately 30,000 pounds of Apples from 

McClure’s Orchard in Peru.  These apples were distributed to 13 different food panties in 

Hamilton and Marion Counties. 

 

Total amount donated in 2015 by UMMen and member churches was $13,475 - which 

ranked us as number three in giving for all the UMC Conferences.  We are ever so grateful 

for the six loads of potatoes that SoSA provided to the people of Indiana - totaling over 

250,000 pounds during the year 2015.  We are looking forward to even greater results for 

2016. 

 

STRENGTH FOR SERVICE DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS 

 
Spiritual concerns are a priority as our faithful soldiers are separated from family and 

friends, and a devotional resource such as Strength for Service to God and Country becomes 

for them the light shining in the darkness.  While there are no figures available as to the 

number of booklets ordered by United Methodist in Indiana we do know that many 

churches and UMMen groups ordered hundreds of these booklets and provided them to 

local first responders in their own communities. We also know that over one hundred of 

these devotional booklets were provided USO Clubs at the Indianapolis Airport and at 

Camp Atterbury. 

 

UPPER ROOM PRAYER LINE 

 
This Ministry answers live prayer request calls, documents them, and then prays for those 

calling in.  This is the National Prayer Center.  Preforming this activity can be taught and 

practiced at the local churches and can be done remotely at District and Conference events.  

The National Prayer Advocates for UMMen requested that each conference provide $1000 

to the Upper Room Prayer line.  Since the Indiana Conference of UMMen did not have 

these funds available a request was made to the Discipleship Resource Team of the Indiana 

Conference and they provided the $1000.00 for year 2015.  Thanks to the Conference for 

this donation that the UMMen Prayer Advocate gave in the name of the Indiana 

Conference. A request has been made that Indiana again give $1000or more to this Prayer 

Ministry.  Donations can be sent to Indiana UMMen, c/o Gary Hostetler – 12464 CR 300 

E., Kokomo, IN  46901.  Please place in memo line: “Upper Room Prayer Ministry.”  If you 

would like to participate in hosting an Upper Room Prayer Line for 24 hours at your 

church, please contact Ken Hudgins, Indiana UMMen Prayer Advocate at 

kwhudgins@comcast.net 

  

 

mailto:kwhudgins@comcast.net


SCOUTING MINISTRY SPECIALISTS 
 

The GCUMM and the Office of Civic Youth – Serving Agencies/Scouting has created a 

volunteer position to help local churches establish and expand Scouting ministry 

opportunities to include Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H, Big Brothers Big Sisters and Camp 

Fire USA.  I am pleased to report that we now have 14 trained Scouting Ministry Specialists in 

the Indiana Conference.   Each SMS has chosen up to 3 different United Methodist 

churches in their area to work with in developing new and established Civic Youth groups.   

Specialists will help provide information to the local church through relationships with the 

GCUMM office and District Scouting Coordinators. Some areas of Responsibilities of a 

SMS are: 

 

1. Provide information about national awards 

2. Introduce churches to the God and Country series. 

3. Encourage church leaders to attend regional and national training opportunities.  

4. Assist with bishop’s dinners and other district and conference events.  

5. Cultivate relationships with conference and district leaders. 

6.         Promote Scouting and Civic Youth Activities in each District. 

 

For more information on becoming a Scouting Ministry Specialist, Please visit the UMMen 

booth at Annual Conference or Larry Coppock, National Director, Office of Civic Youth – 

Serving Agencies/Scouting at the General Commission of UMMen at 

lcoppock@gcumm.org  

 

MEN’S MINISTRY SPECIALISTS 

 
United Methodist Men is the birthplace and development center for Men’s Ministry 

Specialists.  Our Men’s Ministry Specialists will work closely with United Methodists Men 

leader network in their geographic areas.  Together they will serve UM congregations, 

working as partners with pastors, conference and district UMC leadership.  They are 

trained to communicate, connect, equip and motivate Lay and Clergy within the Indiana 

Conference.  We have two individuals who have completed the training and have been 

certified as MMS.  They are Ken Hudgins of Valparaiso and John Dockery of Elwood, IN. 

 

For more information on becoming a Men’s Ministry Specialist contact Ken at 

kwhudgins@comcast.net or John at mms.dockery@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

WORK TEAM TO RED BIRD MISSION 

 
Red Bird Mission Work camp is in need of individuals to come to Appalachia to do repair 

work on buildings in the off season.  The Indiana Conference hosted a work team to Red 

Bird Mission in 2015 where we repaired windows, floors, bunk beds, showers and painted 

mailto:lcoppock@gcumm.org
mailto:kwhudgins@comcast.net
mailto:mms.dockery@gmail.com


the inside of one cabin.  We are looking for individuals with special skills in carpentry, 

plumbing, drywall, electrical and possibly a certified mechanic to go on trip in January of 

2017.  The cost will be $180.00 per man to cover lodging, meals and materials.  If you are 

interested in participating in this 30 man mission trip, please stop by the UMMen Booth at 

Annual Conference or contact David Martin at (3170 414-4120 or dave1944m@gmail.com 

 

 

Additional Plans for 2016 
(Not included in above report) 

 

 

1. Fill the Districts Presidents position in all Districts. 

2. Assist District Presidents in filling and training of officers in his District. 

3. We are putting together resource/handbooks with penned steps to build men’s 

ministry in your Districts and local churches.  This should be ready for roll out in 

the third quarter of 2016. 

4. UMMen to host a breakfast at Annual Conference. 

5. Meeting following conference breakfast to elect an UMMen Conference President. 

 

David Martin, President UMM 

 

Gary Hostetler: Reported that they would be electing a new Conference President this year 

following the UMMen Breakfast on Friday morning.  We have a few Districts we need to fill in 

2016.  Also, as David said above, we are planning on doing training in 2016. 
 
 

11. West Michigan Conference:  Position Open 
 
Position open, No Report 

 
Past President’s Report: (Dan Henry) 

 

 
Nominations for NCJ-UMM : 

a) President: Steve Nailor 
b) Secretary: Steve Leihr 
c) Treasurer: David Belt 
d) East Area VP:  Jim Sheldon 
e) West Area VP:  Jim Smith 
f) Central Area VP:   
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Elections were held and the following elected: 

a) President: Ken Hudgins 

b) Secretary: Steve Leihr 

c) Treasurer: David Belt 

d) East Area VP: Ron Preston 

e) West Area VP: Jim Smith 

f) Central Area VP: Wallace Neil 
 

Elected Jeff Thornton to be our representative of the UMMen Foundation.  Two meetings per year, one 

by phone and one by presence. 

A unanimous vote was competed for the entire slate. 

Executive VP Report, Chartering & EMS:  Mark Dehority 

  

Mark started out with an apology for the MMS report earlier in the day.  He said everyone paid a 

lot of money to attend this and should have gotten a better report.  We had computer problems 

and the roll out of the resource book could have gone better.  So our apologies.  Mark was saying 

how good our North Central Jurisdiction is and Lee commented that he considers us all family.  

And we are.  That extends to our elections also.  We did have one nomination for Steve from this 

jurisdiction as well as other jurisdictions for NACP President which he was elected to.  Lee’s 

nomination for NACP VP was not from this jurisdiction.  The point is, this jurisdiction is making 

a big impact nationwide as a jurisdiction.  Nashville is the center of our church.  Mark said he is 

tickled to death and is proud of that.  We are the ones who are working closest together.  If you 

pull out the top 10 with SOSA, 5 of them are from us.  So we are strong and need to keep 

building and growing our Men’s Ministry.  So, it was not the fact that Mark was in charge of the 

nomination committee, it is that these 2 individuals are strong leaders and the National 

leadership sees it.  They, we all elected them. 

 

 

 

Area Vice Presidents Reports: 

 

West Area report: - Jim Smith 

 
I am going again to the Minnesota/Dakota’s Annual Conference.  They are having a booth again this year 

with a display for UMMen.  Jim also plans on attending the Iowa Annual Conference and Norm will also 

have a booth and display set up.  From what Lee said on using the Charter and EMS/Legacy reports, Jim 

has been doing this for several years now.  He has also used information for UMMen from the journals 

from all 3 conferences.  And from Iowa, he has an extensive contact list of contacts of the local churches.  

He has an e-mail distribution list set up in his computer as well as a mailing list which he sends out snail 

mail once a year.  He spent $300 for mail last year.  Their 4 conference rally is coming up on October 7th 

thru the 9th, at Lake Okoboji in Northwest Iowa.  Jim just finished updating the mailing list for the Dakotas, 

Minnesota and Iowa.  Iowa already has the information on the upcoming 4 conference rally.  Jim is also 



working with the communications offices and they put this information in their flyers and newsletters.  

Jim got some feedback from one man that he did not like UMMen Ministry because it took money away 

from other ministries.  This upset Jim, so he sent out another flyer letting people know that UMMen does 

not get any apportionments like other ministries and that we raise our own money.  Jim then got an email 

back that they sent this out in their Blast.  Jim said, it takes time to build relationships and grow Men’s 

Ministry.  If you want to look up the 4 conference flyer, is their web page is iaumc.org.  Then click on 

connections, then ministries, then United Methodist Men, and scroll to the bottom.  It goes right to the 

conference flyer.  Jim updated the web page and in the upper left corner, there are 2 places where you 

can get the listing for the conference officers and our missions and ministries.   

 

 

Central Area Report: - Steve Nailor 
 

See Steve’s report in his conference report. 

East Area Report: - Charlie Gooden 

Charlie wanted to thank all of us for the years of working with us and all the assistance and help 

we had had together.  He really appreciates it and wants us all to know that we are a really great 

bunch of guys to work with.  Charlie’s tenure is up and his only regret is the West Michigan 

conference not getting staffed.  Lee worked with Charlie on this with no leadership being found.  

Now at this point, the Detroit Conference and West Michigan Conference are going to merge 

making one Michigan Conference.  So John Walls will be the conference president for Michigan.  

Charlie did talk to Elwin Spray but Lee has had trouble in getting in touch with him.    Lastly, 

Ron Preston will be the new East Ohio Conference President. 

 

Ron Fadoir brought up the water emergency for Flint Michigan and asked us to keep them in 

prayer.  Multiple districts helped them with water and still are.  Our church responded greatly.  

There is also so much lead piping that has been exposed and they have to go from house to house 

to replace the lead piping.  It is going to take a long time to fix and all the children who have 

experienced lead poisoning and its long time effects. 
 

 

Hunger Relief Advocate Report:  George (Tater) Jensen (567) – 249 – 4090. 
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▪ 1.5 Million Pounds Gleaned from the Fields  

▪ 1.1 Million Pounds Shipped in the Potato & Produce Project  

▪ 2.6 Million Total Pounds Collected and Distributed  

▪ 7.9 Million Servings of Fresh Produce Provided  

▪ 143 Events Held / 2,200 Volunteers Engaged  

 

 

 

 

News, Events, and Programs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Super bowl Fuels a Huge Charlotte vs. 
Denver Food Drive; Charlotte Wins This 
One 
> Read the Article in the Charlotte Observer 
By Super bowl Sunday, the response was 
overwhelming, and 354 churches, groups, and 
businesses in NC & SC had responded with 
donations of food and cash. They collected 

636,891 food items, along with 177,000 pounds of potatoes provided by SoSA. 
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The challengers from Denver collected 360,664 items during the same time 
period from over 140 sites in Colorado and several western states.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SoSA Potato Drop Takes a Bite Out of 
Crime in East Greensboro 
> See the Story on EndHunger.org  
In a community high in crime, Genesis Baptist 
Church works with SoSA and the police to 
make a difference for area residents.  

 

 

 

 

SoSA Helps Refugee Families Each Week 
> See the Story on EndHunger.org 
Every week, a SoSA volunteer drives a load of 
food to a refugee center, where families arrive 
for language classes, medical appointments, 
insurance help, cultural assimilation. One day 
last fall, the food delivered included fresh fish!  

 

 

 

 

SoSA Remembers Jackie Usey 
> Read More on EndHunger.org 
Jackie Usey was our Mississippi Program Coordinator from 
2009 until she died of leukemia late last year. SoSA Executive 
Director Mike Waldmann remembers a woman who was a very 
dedicated and effective worker and who could also make a 
meeting an enjoyable event.  
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Plan Now for VBS This Summer 
>  Details and Order Form Online 
Two versions available: Year 1: Old Testament, Year 
2: New Testament. Each version offers a complete, 
stand-alone, all-in-one hunger-action themed VBS 
program. Materials are included to plan for 2-3 hours 
daily for up to 5 days. Feed the hungry with Society of 
St. Andrew this summer, and support SoSA through 
your VBS mission offerings.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Society of St. Andrew is a national nonprofit hunger-relief 
ministry that rescues 25-30 million pounds of fresh, nutritious, 
excess produce each year that would otherwise go to waste for 
various marketing reasons. This food is then distributed to critical 

feeding agencies across the country at no cost to the agencies or the hungry people 
they serve. More information about the Society of St. Andrew and its hunger-relief 
programs - Gleaning Network, Potato & Produce Project, and Harvest of Hope is 
available online at EndHunger.org.  

 

 

 

 

Clergy Advisor Report:   Rev David Leistra 

 
David was not able to attend this year. 

President:  Lee Donley 
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Old Business: 
 

1. Conference Presidents:  Please contact Districts in your Conference and 
request. 

2. Charters (1 for this year) until September, and 2 EMS/Legacy Builders in each 
District?  

a)  Current, lapsed, and past charters. 
  b)  Current, lapsed and past EMS/Legacy Builders 
   

3.  Conference Presidents listings of local UMM fellowships? (Charlie G., Steve 
N., Jim S.) 
 

New & Other Business: 
 

1. Using active Chartered churches and active EMS members for contacts 
a)  Asking their help in establishing UMM structure 

2. 2014 NCJ-UMM Fall Meeting (Williams Bay, WI) Greg Arnold (deployed staff) 
presentation 

     Charter & EMS Report  
3.  A need to become more active in making contacts with Conferences & 

districts 
 

Closing Prayer:  Mark Dehority closed in prayer. 
 
Lord thank you for this group.  Bless this group.  Bless them, bless their families.  Bless 
their families when we are away because we know the devil works on them.  We know 
that there is an expense every time we are away from them.  Grant this group and 
everyone who is down here a safe return home and heap you blessings on us and 
guide us and let us do you will and your will only.  And let us always remember the 
Glory is Yours Lord.  And please remember the people in Flint, Michigan and the water 
problems they are still dealing with. 
 
In Jesus’s name we pray, 
 
Amen 
 

 


