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responses to the books

strength for service to god And commUnity

“We are honored to be included in this program and recognize 
the importance of this kind of support for our firefighters. They 
are all dedicated public servants who routinely place themselves 
in harm’s way to protect the citizens we serve and often need this 
kind of support as they struggle through tough times.”
Mike Wisko, Fire Chief
Galveston, Texas

“I’ve been a first responder for over 20 years as a paramedic on 
an ambulance and for the last 17 years on a fire truck. I’ve had 
many heart-breaking experiences throughout my years and 
have come through it solely by the strength of my faith and the 
support of others. This devotional has helped me move from 
reactive to proactive and always seems relevant. It has had a 
tremendous impact on my life.”
Eric Knoefel
Knoxville, TN

strength for service to god And coUntry

“Thank you so much for your support via the God and Coun-
try daily devotional books.  I love them and have been handing 
them out like candy to our sailors onboard the ship.  Not only 
is there some very good content in the booklets, there is that all 
important connection to the past heroes that is so important to 
our military mindset.”
Lieutenant Buster Williams, command chaplain
USS Gettysburg
Mayport Naval Station
Jacksonville, Fla.

“A good family friend gave me a copy of Strength for Service 
prior to my year-long deployment to Afghanistan. This year 
has been very rough and we’ve lost a lot of soldiers, including 
soldiers we never knew but fought so hard to save; most times 
we won that fight but sometimes we lost. I read the daily 
devotionals every night before bed to help me reflect on my 
day, become a better Christian and build my faith. On one 
of our toughest days here I returned to my room and said to 
God before opening the book, ‘This better be a good one... I 
need you’ and the devotional spoke about ‘Glorifying God in 
Suffering’. It was one of the most moving readings and I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart for creating this book. It has 
helped me through a very tough time in my life and has become 
one of my most treasured possessions.”
Captain Bagzis
U.S. Army
Afghanistan

order form
PRICING
 25 – 999 copies ($7.99 per book)
 1,000 – 4,999 copies ($6.99 per book)
 5,000 – 9,999 copies ($5.99 per book)
 10,000+ copies ($4.99 per book)
Please add 10% of total price for shipping and handling.
If you want fewer than 25 print copies or an e-book, please 
order from Amazon.com.

I would like to order:

_____  copies of Strength for Service to God and Country  
 (military edition)
 ____ copies in blue
 ____ copies in tan

_____  copies of Strength for Service to God and Community  
 (first responder edition)

   Subtotal     $__________

   10% S&H + $__________

   TOTAL     $__________
Please send to:

Name __________________________________________

Organization (if applicable) _________________________

Address _________________________________________

City/State/Zip ___________________________________

Phone __________________________________________

Email __________________________________________

I am including a check for $__________

OR

Please charge my credit card:

Name on card ___________________________________

Billing address __________________________________

Billing city/state/zip ______________________________

Card # ________________________________________

Exp date_____/_____     Security code_____

Email _________________________________________

Send this form with payment information to:

Strength for Service, Inc.
1000 17th Ave. S. • Nashville, TN  37212

Or call toll free:  866-297-4313

Order online:  www.strengthforservice.org



Strength 
for  Service
TO GOD AND COUNTRY

A historic book of daily 
devotions for the military

Strength 
for  Service
TO GOD AND COMMUNITY

A book for first responders 
and community servants

In 1942 the Nashville-based  
Methodist Publishing House 
invited 365 leaders of all  

denominations to prepare one-page 
devotions for soldiers, sailors and 
marines, soon leaving their homes 
to engage in combat across the 
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.

By 1954, more than one million  
copies had been distributed to 
troops in World War II and 
the Korean conflict. The book 
then went out of print and was 
forgotten until Evan Hunsberger, 
a 14-year-old in Orange County, 
California, found a worn and 
tattered copy on a bedside table of his grandfather, 
Eugene Hunsberger, a World War II veteran.

Eugene Hunsberger carried a copy of 
Strength for Service to God and Country 
as a Navy corpsman in World War II and 
the Korean conflict. He occasionally read 
devotions to wounded men after treatment.

In 1999, Evan Hunsberger asked if his 
Eagle Scout project could be republishing 
the historic book for the Marine Corps at 
Camp Pendleton and Joint Forces Training 
Base in Los Alamitos, Calif.

Evan received help from the General Commission 
on United Methodist Men. Together they added 40 
additional devotions from contemporary religious 
leaders.

To the surprise of all, the modest goal of publishing a few 
copies to two military bases resulted in the publication of 
485,000 copies of the 72-year-old book. 

Strength for Service, Incorporated

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Strength for Service, Inc. is to publish 
and provide spiritual and inspirational literature for 
members of the armed services, law enforcement officers, 
firefighters, EMTs/paramedics and other community 
servants.

OFFICERS

President:  L. W. Smith, a commercial property manager  
in Columbia, S. C. who chaired the Strength for Service 
Task Force of the General Commission on United 
Methodist Men.

Vice President:  Bobby Wharton, president and CEO  
of a Memphis, Tenn. company that provides emergency 
vehicles and equipment for fire and police departments.

Treasurer:  Ingram Howard, a retired banking official  
in Nashville.

Secretary:  The Rev. Lydia Istomina, a pastor from 
Russia now living in Shawnee, Kan., and completing  
a doctoral degree.

“I hope firefighters, police officers, EMT 
workers and other first responders will 
find the new book as helpful as military 
personnel found the 72-year-old volume to 
be. These first responders may not receive 
combat pay, but they risk their lives and 
they know firsthand about major injuries 
and death.” — L. W. Smith, president of 
the SFS Board of Directors

L.W. Smith

Evan Hunsberger

Eugene Hunsberger

A few churches and civic 
groups wanted to honor 
local fire fighters and 

police officers and they gave 
them copies of Strength for Service 
to God and Country.  While 
these community servants were 
appreciative, they noted that the 
meditations did not address their 
situations, and asked if a book 
could be written for them and 
other first responders.

The Stength for Service team 
responded by publishing 
Strength for Service to God and 
Community, a book of 365 daily 
devotions especially written for fire fighters, police 
officers, EMT workers, and other first responders.

The Rev. Dr. Daniel G. Tackett, director of 
the International Police & Fire Chaplains 
Association, says the book is “an important 
tool for police and fire chaplains. The book 
is a tool to help the mind, soul, and spirit 
find peace.”
 
Jim Jeffery, a 32 year veteran of the 
California Fire Service, says the book is a 
weapon to fight post-traumatic stress.  
“First responders see and experience things 
that no one should, but we frequently 
suppress emotional reactions. As heroic 
macho individuals, we rarely admit to the 

pain we are experiencing. This book helps me in the healing 
process.”
  

The Rev. Daniel 
Tackett

Jim Jeffrey


